ISLE OF ANGLESEY COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING: | THE COUNTY COUNCIL

DATE: 10.05.2012
TITLE OF REPORT: ANNUAL REPORT BY THE CHAIR OF THE

STANDARDS COMMITTEE TO THE COUNTY
COUNCIL OUTLINING THE WORK OF THE
COMMITTEE IN 2011/12 AND PRESENTING ITS
WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2012/13

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT: TO SECURE THE SUPPORT OF THE COUNTY
COUNCIL FOR THE WORK OF THE STANDARDS
COMMITTEE

REPORT BY: THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

CONTACT OFFICER: MEIRION JONES - SOLICITOR TO THE

MONITORING OFFICER

3.

At its meeting on 8" March 2011 the County Council resolved to approve the
Standards Committee’s Work Programme for the year commencing March 2011.
That document, with an annotated update, is now produced as ENCLOSURE A.
The original Work Programme contained the first three columns, being the work to
be done, the timetable and the resources. The right hand column identifies the work
which has been delivered and the work which is outstanding.

The Standards Committee was referred to in the Corporate Governance Inspection
Report July 2009 (paragraphs 25 and 26) and, through its Work Programme, has
adopted a more proactive role. The proposed priorities were designed to support the
Council in delivering its Recovery Programme with a strong emphasis on assisting
self regulation through an effective Member Development Plan and to provide advice
and guidance to Group Leaders/Council Chair in resolving disciplinary issues within

the Council, wherever appropriate.

One of the cornerstones of the Work Programme involved the evolution of the
Member Development Plan, the success of which required member support,
including feedback on the substance, content and delivery of the proposed
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developmental sessions. To this end a Member Development Working Group was
established to assess, monitor and revise the Member Development Plan as it
evolved. In the opinion of the Standards Committee this arrangement assisted the
Standards Committee in working with elected members to secure greater
ownership and involvement in the ongoing Member Development Plan.

4.  The four year period for the previous Standards Committee came to an end on the
17" December 2011 and a new Standards Committee was established commencing
on the 18" December 2011. Between March 2011 and December 2011 the previous
Standards Committee met on 5 occasions, 4 formal meetings and a dispensation
hearing. The new Standards Committee has met in 3 formal meetings including a
preliminary case hearing. A preliminary case hearing in respect of another matter has
been arranged for the 4™ May.

5. Following a recommendation by the WAG that County Councillors be members of
the Standards Committee, in its meeting on the 11™ May 2010 the Council had
resolved, and nominated 3 County Councillors to be members of the Standards
Committee. On the 12" March 2011 the County Council resolved, and the Welsh
Ministers subsequently endorsed their view, to amend the Constitution and the
membership of the Standards Committee by increasing the number of Town and
Community Council representatives on the Standards Committee to 2. As there can
be no more than 9 members on the Standards Committee the composition of the
Standards Committee was changed to 2 County Councillors, 2 Community and Town
Councillors and 5 Independent Members. The members of the current Standards
Committee will remain in office until 17" December 2015.

6. The members of the new Standards Committee attended a training session with
Peter Keith-Lucas of Bevan Britten on the 1* February 2012 regarding hearing

procedure.

7. Attached at ENCLOSURE B is the draft Work Programme for the Standards
Committee from April 2012 to May 2013, which was adopted by the Standards
Committee at its meeting on the 27" March 2012.
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Recommendations

- To note the content of this Report; and

—  To endorse the Standards Committee’s Work Programme for 2012/13
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